File No. 9110158 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
EMT JONATHAN MORITZ 


Interview Date: October 25, 2001 


Transcribed by Nancy Francis 


J. MORITZ 


MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 25th, 2001. 
I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department, City of New 
York. The time is now 0715 hours. I am conducting an 
interview with... 

EMT MORTIZ: Jonathan Moritz, M-o-r-i-t-z, 
EMT, Battalion 4, Unit 04 Henry, Tour 2, Shield No. 
2698. 

MR. RADENBERG: This interview is being 
conducted at EMS Battalion 4 regarding the events of 
September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Jonathan, if you'd begin. 

A. We had just signed on to the unit, we were 
heading to our 89 status, and my partner realized he 
had forgot a piece of his personal equipment back at 
the station. We immediately turned back around, came 
back to the station, retrieved the equipment. On our 
way back to our 89 status, we reported to the corner of 
Clinton Street and Madison Street. We were approached 
by about upwards of 75 to 100 people pointing and just 
extremely hysterical, and when we looked down Madison 
Street, it was a straight shot into the World Trade 
Center complex and there was a crater taken out of the 
upper floors, there was a heavy smoke and fire 


condition, debris was still coming down, and with that 
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the radio transmissions started to come in from other 
units with the priority message. Being the HAZTAC 
unit, we felt we needed to respond in on the scene. So 
we immediately went to the 63 status, tried to advise 
the dispatcher as best as possible. There was a lot of 
radio traffic. 

We proceeded down Madison Street to where it 
comes into Pearl and then Pearl Street comes down and 
around the back side of the World Trade Center on the 
east side and turns into I believe it's Water Street. 
It runs into Water Street, if I'm not mistaken. We 
were coming across Water Street and I remember there 
was a Fire patrol vehicle No. 3 in front of us that we 
followed in to the scene. 

When we got down around the ferry terminal, 
because we were trying to get into the staging area set 
up by the conditions boss, it became apparent that it 
was impossible. Traffic conditions were extremely 
tight, there were people everywhere, and we proceeded 
north, I believe, the wrong way, if I'm not mistaken, 
on Broadway, got up to about -- I want to say Dey 
Street or one of the side streets, very small street, 
ducked down to Trinity Place and proceeded north on 


Trinity Place to Church, and we parked somewhere 
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between Dey Street and Fulton Street. It seemed like 
the safest area at the time considering where the 
building was, where we had the most amount of 
patients. They were all exiting heading away from the 
Trade Center complex. We tried to get in touch with 
our conditions boss to let him know where we were, but 
radio traffic and patient care was making that 
relatively impossible. 

I remember there were many units on the 
scene. I don't remember who exactly was there. I 
remember we were treating several patients 
immediately. There was a burn patient, a jumper 
patient, a lot of trauma. I had gone back to my unit 
to get, I believe, the second oxygen tank or another 
piece of my personal protective equipment when we heard 
a second explosion, and when we looked up, the second 
Trade Center had been hit. With that, my partner, I 
believe, took off running away from the debris north on 
Church Street and I took off running down Dey Street 
and I was assisting people because it was quite 
chaotic. 

We were picking up people who were getting 
trampled on Dey Street, or least I was and I believe a 


police officer was, and we got halfway in, we stopped, 
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and my partner, I believe, was with the unit and he was 
down Fulton Street somewhere. We both -- I think it 
was a police officer and I. I don't remember his name 
or his shield -- ran back down the street and with that 
the patient count had tripled, if not more. There were 
more people coming up to us, more people injured. 

With that we received a police officer with a 
very serious arm injury. He was almost amputated by a 
piece of shrapnel. With that we also received a burn 
patient, a lady who had walked down from the 78th 
floor, believe it or not, with third-degree burns head 
to toe. I don't know if I could stand as badly as she 
was burned and she was walking. We had a lady who was 
complaining of chest pain and chest discomfort. Some 
vital signs indicated she had some sort of cardiac 
event transpiring, and I believe we had one more soft 
tissue injury patient. We proceeded in loading them 
up, transporting them, providing the best care 
possible. 

I made the decision to go to Cornell 
Hospital. There was a burn center as well as a trauma 
center. It was also not as close to the hospitals that 
would have been overrun. So to try to space out 


patients, I took them uptown. I remember when we got 
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to the hospital everybody was on standby and waiting. 
We off-loaded our patients. I transferred care to the 
best of my ability. 

I was monitoring the radio and they said that 
the No. 2 tower had collapsed. With that I expedited 
my ER time tenfold. I started heading back down the 
FDR towards the scene when I heard the second tower had 
collapsed. 

Q. Do you remember how far down you made it on 
the FDR? 

A. I remember we had just gotten off by the 59th 
Street bridge, if I'm not mistaken. We got onto 59th 
Street, right there by the Queensborough Bridge, went 
southbound on the FDR. We were coming down underneath 
the underpass right there where you get on the FDR and 
you have I believe there's the Hospital for Special 
Surgery, if I'm not mistaken, over the top of you at 
that particular part. 

When we came up the FDR, all we saw was the 
smoke, of course. We proceeded down the FDR to South 
Street. We got off on South Street and tried to make 
it into the -- one staging area we had heard was in 
Battery Park and that's where we were heading for. 


We got to the Brooklyn Bridge. It was myself 
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and two other units. I think they were just skeleton 
units thrown together when this all transpired from our 
station. We got as far as the Brooklyn Bridge and we 
were enveloped in the cloud of settling debris. 

With that they transmitted the message that 
everybody was going to report to Chelsea Piers. We 
turned our vehicles around and we proceeded back 
northbound on the FDR to 34th or 42nd Street, crossed 
town and staged until later that evening, when we were 
(inaudible). 

Q. When you got up to Fulton and Church, do you 
recall who else was there? 

A. I don't. I don't recall. There were so many 
units there that, in so short amount of time that, you 
know, you were seeing people. As far as people who are 
missing? Everybody that I saw at the scene I've seen 
later on. I saw a Cabrini crew that I've worked with 
later in days transpiring after this. We really 
weren't on scene as long as we should have been. We 
got overwhelmed with patients immediately and we 
transported before we could really get into the 
operation of the MCI. 

Q. Any thoughts or comments that you'd like to 


add, like odd event that stands out in your mind? 
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A. No. 
Q. Opinions? 
A. You run very fast when buildings have 


airplanes crashing into them. 
MR. RADENBERG: Okay. The time is now 0724 


and the interview is concluded. 


